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Housekeeping 

 Meeting Audio

 Attendees must use Device Audio 
(computer, headset, tablet, or smart phone)

 Presenter Audio Only (like a TV broadcast)
 If you cannot hear, ensure your system/device audio 

is turned up and not muted and that you have not 
paused the broadcast

Computer audio is 
located at the bottom 
right of the Windows 
desktop.

Ask a Question

 Ask a question under Live 
Event Q&A panel

 Click “Ask a question”

Q&A panel is located on the top 
right side of the Live Event window.

Closed Captions/Translation

Turn on/off Live Captions 
Change Settings/Language

CC panel is located on the 
bottom right side of the Live 
Event window.

This webinar will be recorded and posted to the EPA Grants website: https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-webinars 

https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-webinars


Agenda

 Background: Why is EPA making changes to NOFOs?

 Purpose: What are the changes to EPA NOFOs?

 Evaluation: EPA needs your feedback!
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Background

On October 1, 2024, The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
revised 2 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 200 which establishes 
administrative requirements, cost principles, and audit requirements 
for all Federal financial assistance.

 2 CFR 200.204 - Notices of funding opportunities.

 Appendix I to Part 200, Title 2 – Full Text of Notice Funding Opportunity
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/section-200.204
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/part-200/appendix-Appendix%20I%20to%20Part%20200


Background

 Improve Design

 Increase Readability

 Eliminate Unnecessary or Duplicative Information

 Align with Program Purpose

December 5, 2024Changes to EPA Notices of Funding Opportunity 5

Goals of NOFO Changes



Purpose – What are the Changes to EPA NOFOs? 
New Format

1. Basic Information

2. Eligibility

3. Program Description

4. Application Contents and Format

5. Submission Requirements and 
Deadlines

6. Application Review Information

7. Award Notices

8. Post Award Requirements and 
Administration

9. Other Information

Old Format:

I. Program Description
II. Award Information
III. Eligibility
IV. Application & Submission
V. Application Review
VI. Federal Award 

Administration
VII. Program Contacts
VIII. Other

Appendix I to Part 200—Full Text of Notice of Funding Opportunity
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/part-200/appendix-Appendix%20I%20to%20Part%20200


Purpose – What are the Changes to EPA NOFOs? 
Improving Design – Table of Contents & Bookmarks 
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Purpose – What are the Changes to EPA NOFOs? 

Appendix I to Part 200—Full Text of Notice of Funding Opportunity

New Format

Section 1 – Basic Information

• Plain language summary of program

• How many grants are expected to be 
issued and expected amounts

• Key Dates

• Agency Contacts
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/part-200/appendix-Appendix%20I%20to%20Part%20200


Purpose – What are the Changes to EPA NOFOs? 
New Format

Section 1 – Basic Information

• Plain language summary of program

• How many grants are expected to be 
issued and expected amounts

• Key Dates

• Agency Contacts

Appendix I to Part 200—Full Text of Notice of Funding Opportunity
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/part-200/appendix-Appendix%20I%20to%20Part%20200


Purpose – What are the Changes to EPA NOFOs? 
New Format

Section 2 – Eligibility

• Who can apply

• Cost Share

• Any additional restrictions

Appendix I to Part 200—Full Text of Notice of Funding Opportunity
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/part-200/appendix-Appendix%20I%20to%20Part%20200


Purpose – What are the Changes to EPA NOFOs? 
New Format

Section 3 – Program Description

• Description of specific grant 
activities to eligible for 
funding

• Goals and Objectives

• EPA’s Statutory Authority

Section 4 – Application Contents

• Required Documents

• Any formatting requirements

• Description of documents that may be 
required from successful applicants

Appendix I to Part 200—Full Text of Notice of Funding Opportunity
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/part-200/appendix-Appendix%20I%20to%20Part%20200


Purpose – What are the Changes to EPA NOFOs? 
New Format

Section 5 – Submission 
Requirements and Deadlines

• Submission Deadline

• SAM.gov Requirements

• Grants.gov Registration and 
Requirements

• Submission Instructions

Appendix I to Part 200—Full Text of Notice of Funding Opportunity
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/part-200/appendix-Appendix%20I%20to%20Part%20200


Purpose – What are the Changes to EPA NOFOs? 
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Appendix I to Part 200—Full Text of Notice of Funding Opportunity

New Format

Section 6 – Application 
Review

• How applications will be 
evaluated

• Review Criteria

• Any other factors

Section 7 – Award Notices

• Wait for an official award 
document

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/part-200/appendix-Appendix%20I%20to%20Part%20200


Purpose – What are the Changes to EPA NOFOs? 
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Appendix I to Part 200—Full Text of Notice of Funding Opportunity

New Format

Section 8 – Post Award Requirements

• General Terms and Conditions

• Reporting on grant activities and 
progress

Section 9 – Other Information

• Additional legal requirements & link to clauses

• Other guidance

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/part-200/appendix-Appendix%20I%20to%20Part%20200


Purpose – What are the Changes to EPA NOFOs? 
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Increasing Readability 

 Reduce Word Count

 Using Plain Language

Example of old wordy language :

Additional provisions that apply to this solicitation and/or awards 
made under this solicitation, including but not limited to those 
related to confidential business information, contracts and
subawards under grants, and application assistance and 
communications, can be found at www.epa.gov/grants/epa-
solicitation-clauses. These, and the other provisions that can be 
found at the website link, are important, and applicants must 
review them when preparing applications for this solicitation. If 
you are unable to access these provisions electronically at the 
website above, please communicate with the EPA contact listed in 
this solicitation to obtain the provisions.



Purpose – What are the Changes to EPA NOFOs? 
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Increasing Readability 

 Reduce Word Count

 Using Plain Language

Example of new language :

Additional provisions that apply this funding opportunity 
and/or awards made under this funding opportunity, can be 
found at EPA NOFO Clauses. If you are unable to access these 
provisions electronically at the website above, please contact 
the EPA point of contact to obtain the provisions.

https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-solicitation-clauses


Purpose – What are the Changes to EPA NOFOs? 

Do not repeat information from other documents
Using summaries and hyperlinks
 Focus on relevant information
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Eliminating Duplicative Information



Purpose – What are the Changes to EPA NOFOs? 
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Eliminating Duplicative Information



Purpose – What are the Changes to EPA NOFOs? 
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Aligning with Program Purpose

 The NOFO should only require applicants to supply information that 
is relevant for agency’s selection process.

 In Fiscal Year 25 and beyond, EPA will continue to streamline Program 
Descriptions:

• Include Graphics
• More Links to Program Websites for Program Background Info
• Continue to Clarify Program-Specific Goals & Objectives



Evaluation – We Need Your Feedback
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Recap of Goals

 Improve Design

 Increase Readability

 Eliminate Unnecessary or Duplicative Information

 Align with Program Purpose



Evaluation – We Need Your Feedback
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Submit Your Feedback

 Elizabeth January January.Elizabeth@epa.gov

 Val Swan-Townsend Swan-Townsend.Val@epa.gov 

 Michelle Guilfoil  Guilfoil.Michelle@epa.gov 

 Michele Amhaz  Amhaz.michele@epa.gov 

 Dannell Brown  Brown.Dannell@epa.gov 

Grant Competition Advocate Team

National Training, Compliance and Policy 
Division Office of Grants and Debarment

mailto:January.Elizabeth@epa.gov
mailto:Swan-Townsend.Val@epa.gov
mailto:Guilfoil.Michelle@epa.gov
mailto:Amhaz.michele@epa.gov
mailto:Brown.Dannell@epa.gov
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Thank You!

Questions?
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