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Why Grants?

• Generally, over 50% of EPA Budget is distributed as grants

• Grants are for the benefit of the public, it is work to support non-federal entity, 

such as governments and communities, to carry out a public purpose

• Grants are not for the benefit form the EPA

• Grants support your organization in protecting human health and the 

environment at the local level
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Inflation Reduction Act

• Environmental and Climate Justice Program (ECJ Program), 
• created by the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) under Clean Air Act (CAA) Section 138 

• funding for financial and technical assistance to carry out environmental and climate 
justice activities to benefit underserved and overburdened communities 

• Congress appropriated $2.8 billion for financial assistance 
• $200 million for technical assistance

• EPA must award grants and technical assistance under the ECJ Program 
by September 30, 2026
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Environmental and Climate Justice Funding

• Environmental and Climate Justice Community Change Grants Program 

(Community Change Grants)

• Environmental Justice Thriving Communities Grantmaking (EJ TCGM) 

Program

• Environmental Justice Collaborative Problem-Solving (EJCPS) 

Cooperative Agreement Program

• Environmental Justice Government-to-Government (EJG2G) Program
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Environmental Justice Grants – Terms

Disproportionate Effects

Describes situations of concern where there exists significantly higher and more adverse 

health and environmental effects on minority populations, low-income populations or 

indigenous peoples.
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Environmental Justice Grants – Terms

Fair Treatment 

The principle that no group of people, including a racial, ethnic or a socioeconomic group, 

should bear a disproportionate share of the negative environmental consequences 

from industrial, municipal and commercial operations or the execution of federal, state, local 

and tribal programs and policies. In implementing its programs, EPA has expanded the 

concept of fair treatment to include not only consideration of how burdens are distributed 

across all populations, but the distribution of benefits as well.
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Environmental Justice Grants – Terms

Overburdened Community 

Minority, low-income, tribal, or indigenous populations or geographic locations in the United 
States that potentially experience disproportionate environmental harms and risks. This 
disproportionality can be because of greater vulnerability to environmental hazards, lack of 
opportunity for public participation, or other factors. Increased vulnerability may be 
attributable to an accumulation of negative or lack of positive environmental, health, 
economic, or social conditions within these populations or places. The term describes 
situations where multiple factors, including both environmental and socio-economic 
stressors, may act cumulatively to affect health and the environment and contribute to 
persistent environmental health disparities.
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Describe Environmental/Human Health issues

• What: Environmental/human health concern you wish to address for project. 

• Where: Identify location(s) of environmental/public health concern. 

• Where are sources of concern (drinking water, power plant, air quality, indoor air)? 

• Where are sources in relation to community, vulnerable populations? 

• Who: Identify who is impacted by environmental/public health risks/impacts. Are there individuals who 

are vulnerable (socio-economic status, geography, gender, age, disability status, etc.). 

• How are individuals or community impacted? Is community disproportionately, adversely impacted, or vulnerable? 

How will community benefit from this project?

• Why: Describe why it is important to address this issue? Why now? 
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TRI data to support your EJ Grant application

• Learn about toxic chemical releases by industrial and federal facilities

• Available at the by geography, industry type, and chemical

• Data is available for many years; you can see trends of conditions at the local level

• Target issues for community

• Identify existing conditions

• Describe disproportionate and adverse impacts
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Four ways to access TRI data

• TRI National Reports/Fact Sheets - TRI Explorer

• Overview of TRI data for a location, industry sector, or chemical. Ideal for beginning TRI users.

• https://enviro.epa.gov/triexplorer/tri_factsheet_search.searchfactsheet

• Toxics Tracker

• Access nationwide TRI data from the past 10 years and easily explore by geography, facility, industry, chemical, or 
specific data elements.

• https://edap.epa.gov/public/extensions/TRIToxicsTracker/TRIToxicsTracker.html

• EJScreen

• Environmental justice mapping and screening tool that provides EPA with a nationally consistent dataset and 
approach for combining environmental and demographic socioeconomic indicators.

• https://ejscreen.epa.gov/mapper/

• EnviroMapper

• A single point of access to select U.S. EPA environmental data.

• https://enviro.epa.gov/enviro/em4ef.home

October 24-25, 2023 TRI National Conference 10

https://enviro.epa.gov/triexplorer/tri_factsheet_search.searchfactsheet
https://edap.epa.gov/public/extensions/TRIToxicsTracker/TRIToxicsTracker.html
https://ejscreen.epa.gov/mapper/
https://enviro.epa.gov/enviro/em4ef.home


Find TRI Data
https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/tri-data-and-tools
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TRI Explorer/Fact Sheets

• Chemical-Individual
• Chemical Group
• Industry
• Region (EPA Regions)
• Metropolitan statistical 

area

• Watershed
• Zip Code
• On or near Tribal Land
• All United States and 

Puerto Rico
• Some Territories
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Fact Sheets

Fact sheets is the 
easiest way to get 
general 
information for 
chemicals, industry, 
or a geography
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Fact Sheet – South Dakota, 2019
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Fact Sheet – Utah, 2021
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What/Where: Environmental/human health conditions in 
community; Location of sources
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Fact Sheet – Zip code 84104, 2021

2021 TRI Factsheet: ZIP Code – 84104
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Fact Sheet – Zip code 84104, 2021
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Fact Sheet – Zip code 84104, 2021
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Fact Sheet – Zip code 84104, 2021
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Describing conditions for Zip code 84014, 2021

• Utah ranks 5th out of 56 states/territories in releases (193 facilities statewide)

• Salt Lake County  (60 facilities) comprises of over 31% of facilities reporting statewide

• Zip code 84104 has the burden of over 26% of the facilities reporting in Salt Lake County

• Over 8% of facilities reporting in Utah are in zipcode 84104, 

• Smaller number may see less compelling

• 72.3 thousand pounds of releases were to air

• The top two facilities are with most releases are in the Plastics and Rubber Manufacturing industry

• Most releases to air from these facilities two facilities

• Styrene is the chemical most released to air in this zipcode

• Styrene is identified as a carcinogenic chemical 
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Toxics Tracker

https://edap.epa.gov/public/extensions/TRIT
oxicsTracker/TRIToxicsTracker.html
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Toxics Tracker – Search by Geography, Sector, Chemical, 
or TRI Facility
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Toxics Tracker – Summary Report

You can download data and 

download as an image. Graphics 

are useful in grant applications, 

just be sure to explain these. 

The graphics need to have

context. 
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Toxics Tracker – EJScreen data added

Select radio buttons to show EJScreen 
data – Demographic Index. 

This is Low-income and People of Color 
in a Census blockgroup combined.  

Percentiles describe this Census Block 
population to the rest of the US. 

For a blockgroup with a 75th percentile 
for the demographic index. 

This means that 25% of blockgroups have 
a greater percentage of combined low-
income and people of color populations
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Toxics Tracker – Facility List Table

A facility list will provide you with 

a list of all facilities for the 

geography selected and years. 

You can link to an EJ Report, it is a 

10-mile radius, which may not as 

helpful for a localized EJ grant 

application. 
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Toxics Tracker – EJScreen Community Report
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EnviroMapper – multiple facilities
https://enviro.epa.gov/enviro/em4ef.home
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EnviroMapper – Searching data

• EJScreen layers can be added to EnviroMapper
• Search Envirofacts
• By Program
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EnviroMapper - Interactive

• Can click on facilities and get a Facility Report
• https://enviro.epa.gov/enviro/multisys2_v2.get_list?facility_uin=110000859679
•  
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EnviroMapper – Facility spreadsheet

• Can download a spreadsheet with facility information that should cover the extent of the map
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EnviroMapper – adding EJScreen data

• EJScreen layers can be added to EnviroMapper
• Select More Data

• More Available Data
• Search: EJScreen
• Select layer and Add
• EJScreen Socioeconomic Indicators 2021
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EnviroMapper – Interpreting data
What does this map show?
• EPA Programs (# of facilities on 

the map extent)
• 952 Facilities
• 51 TRI; 1 Superfund, 14 

Brownfields
• Places

• Schools, Hospitals, Places of 
Worship

• EJScreen Demographic Index by 
color and percentile.
• Orange is 90-95th percentile
• 5-10% of places nationally 

have more a higher 
Demographic Index (more 
people of color and more 
low-income populations 
combined)
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EJScreen – Interpreting data 
https://ejscreen.epa.gov/mapper/

What does this show?

• Demographic Index

• People of Color and 

Low-income 

combined

• Census Blockgroups 

in color scale

• EPA Regulated Facilities

• Polygons and colors

• TRI data by pounds of 

Releases
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EJScreen – popups and reports

1. Select Blockgroup

2. Generate Report
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EJScreen - report
Environmental Variables 

• Value, state average, percentile, in state, USA 

Average and percentile in USA

• Particulate Matter has a value of 8.77, this is higher 

than the Colorado average of 6.45.

• The people living this area are in the 95th percentile 

in the state. This means that only 5% of places in 

Colorado have a higher values of Particulate Matter

• State Averages and USA Averages are useful in 

describing the local environmental burdens, 

compared to other places
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EJScreen – other information

Health, Climate and Critical Service Gaps 
information is displayed with same averages, 
percentiles, and comparisons to State and 
USA. 

Asthma for this Blockgroup is in the 94th 
percentile for Colorado, but 84th percentile 
for USA

That means that in only 6% of people in 
Colorado have higher Asthma values. And 
there are 16% of people nationally that have 
higher Asthma Values. 
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EJScreen – customize reporting locations

Selected Facility: 

Phillps 66 Denver and created a 1-mile radius
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EJScreen – Other sites and information
Within 1-mile of  Phillips 66
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Describe Environmental/Human Health issues

• Describe and characterize the underserved community directly impacted by 
disproportionate environmental and/or human health harms and risks,

• # of facilities in community, pounds of chemical releases, cumulative impact of many 
facilities, other sites regulated by EPA, percentiles/values locally compared to state/nation

•  Describe how the community is impacted by those harms and risks (i.e., Who is the 
community comprised of and what are the disproportionate environmental and/or human 
health issues they experience?) 

• Demographic information, lack of access, health outcomes
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What next
• TRI data is powerful, supports characterize community conditions

• TRI Explorer Fact Sheets, Toxics Tracker, EnviroMapper, and EJScreen all include 
TRI and population data
• If you don’t know where to start, start with Fact Sheets (state, county, city, zipcode, tribal 

data geographies)

• Toxics Tracker supports looking at all facilities in a geographic area that report to 
TRI
• Graphics and tables can be downloaded; compelling in a grant application
• EJScreen report is a default of 10 miles – may be too large for urban areas

• EnviroMapper displays multiple facilities regulated by EPA
• Download data as a spreadsheet for the mapped extent in tool

• EJScreen displays environmental justice percentiles and allows to map facilities
• TRI data is hard to see in the map
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Using Toxics Release Inventory for 
EJ Grant Applications

Thank you! 
Please reach out if you need support

April Nowak

Environmental Justice Grants Coordinator

nowak.april@epa.gov, 303.312.6528

US EPA Region 8 – Denver, Colorado
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