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Agenda 
• Update on Revision and Reissuance of Quality Assurance 

Project Plan (QAPP) Guidance
• Information on Revisions to statewide Nevada Water Quality 

Standards Criteria
• CWA 401 water quality certifications for RGP Emergency 

Activities
• Tribal Consultation on 2024 State Integrated Reports



Revision and Reissuance of 
Quality Assurance Project 

Plan (QAPP) Guidance

Audrey L. Johnson
Manager, Quality Assurance Branch

Johnson.AudreyL@epa.gov

mailto:Johnson.AudreyL@epa.gov


What is Quality 
Assurance?

• Quality Assurance is the general name for 
an organization’s system of planning, 
performing and documenting its activities, 
reviewing those activities and making 
systematic or project improvements.

• Our Agency’s Quality Assurance Standards 
are located at these links:

• Quality Management Plans (QMP)

• Quality Assurance Project Plans (QAPPs)
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https://www.epa.gov/irmpoli8/quality-management-plan-qmp-standard
https://www.epa.gov/irmpoli8/quality-assurance-project-plan-qapp-standard


When is a QAPP 
Required?

• A QAPP is required by EPA when 
environmental information operations 
are conducted by and for EPA.

• Definition of Environmental Information 
Operations: a “collective term for work 
performed to collect, produce, evaluate, 
or use environmental information and the 
design, construction, operation or 
application of environmental technology”
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QAPP Guidance -
Top 7:

1.  Who does the Guidance apply to? 
• Optional for EPA organizations, 

partner/grantee organizations and contractors 
who receive funding from EPA for 
environmental information operations.

• Designed AS A STAND-ALONE DOCUMENT to 
help QAPP writers and reviewers:

• provides greater explanation of the 
requirements,

• provides technical and policy advice,
• provides advice on formatting information 

in tables,
• provides implementation information,
• does not impose legally binding 

requirements on EPA, states, or the 
regulated community, and

• is not mandatory.
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QAPP Guidance -
Top 7:

2.   What is a QAPP? 
• The QAPP is your “basic project planning” 

document.

• Describes how environmental information 
operations are planned, implemented, 
documented, and assessed during the life cycle of 
a project. 

• It describes in comprehensive detail the 
necessary Quality Assurance (QA) and Quality 
Control (QC) requirements and other technical 
activities that must be implemented to ensure 
that the results of the environmental information 
operations work performed will satisfy the stated 
performance and acceptance criteria. 
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QAPP Guidance -
Top 7:
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3. Updates Specific to Tribes? Direct 
acknowledgement of QA independence flexibilities 
unique to tribal nations including Project QA 
Manager independence from environmental 
information operations.

4. Better defines the role of the EPA QA Manager in 
terms of  authority, ease of contact, etc.

5. Standardizes minimum requirements across all 
QAPPs while providing resources (guidance, 
templates, tools) for different types of QAPP.

6. A QAPP helps to ensure Scientific Integrity by 
ensuring that our         environmental information 
and environmental technology is of known and 
documented quality.

7. Draft QAPP Standard is consistent with the 
American Society for      Quality (ASQ)/American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI) E4:2014.



Revision to Statewide Nevada 
WQS Criteria Update

Tina Yin
Manager, Standards and Assessment 

Section



Active Tribal Consultation 
Offer Regional General 

Permit (RGP)
CWA 401 water quality certifications for 

RGP Emergency Activities



CWA 401 water quality certifications for RGP 
Emergency Activities 
EPA Water Quality Certification for two U.S. Army Corps of Engineer’s Regional Permits for 

Emergency Activities: 
Sacramento District Region General Permit 8
Los Angeles Distrct Regional General Permit 63

Both permits would authorize discharge of dredged and/or fill material into waters of the U.S., for 
repair or protection activities for which the Corps has determined that an emergency situation 
exists. 

Typical activities authorized include but are not limited to bank stabilization; restoration of 
damaged areas; temporary fills for staging, access, and dewatering; and repair, replacement, or 
rehabilitation of existing structures and/or fills (i.e., roads, bridges, utility pipelines and flood 
control structures).

EPA Region 9 has sent offers for government-to-government consolation to those tribes where 
EPA will be issuing the 401 Certification on the Tribes behalf. If interested in consultation, please 
contact Russ (Sacramento District) or Melissa (Los Angeles District)
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Questions?

Sacramento RGP
Russell Huddleston 
Huddleston.Russell@epa.gov
415-972-3507

Los Angeles RGP
Melissa Scianni 
Scianni.Melissa@epa.gov
213-244-1817

mailto:Huddleston.Russell@epa.gov
mailto:Scianni.Melissa@epa.gov


Tribal Consultation
2024 State Integrated Reports

CWA 305 (b) Water Quality Assessment +
CWA 303 (d) Impaired Waters Lists



Adopt Water Quality Standards

Monitor Waters

Assess Waters

Develop TMDLs

List Impaired Waters

Control Point Sources via 
Permits

Manage Nonpoint 
Sources(e.g., through 
Grants/Partnerships)

Defines Water Quality Goal
CWA 303(a) – (c)

40 CFR 130.3

Compile Data and Information
40 CFR 130.4

CWA 303(d)
40 CFR 130.7

Implementation
CWA 303(e) ++

40 CFR 130.5, 130.6
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WHAT IS THE INTEGRATED REPORT
(AKA “CWA ASSESSMENT”)?

303(d) list* (impaired waters)
305(b) report (overall health of waters)

= Integrated Report (IR)

The 303(d) list and 305(b) report are both due April 1st of 
every even-numbered year. 
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*Requires EPA Regional approval



Arizona 2024 
Integrated Report

Draft IR Public Comment Period Closes Aug 28, 2023



Waterbodies 
Assessed
(Page 14 of IR)



Arizona 303(d) List

• Appendix C (3rd tab): Detailed information 
regarding impairments 

• 537 waters evaluated and 182 waterbodies on 
the List

• Greatest number of impairments are for E. coli, 
copper, selenium, and mercury in fish tissue

• Full/partial body contact and aquatic and 
wildlife uses are the most commonly 
unsupported use

http://azdeq.gov/notices/comment-period-begins-draft-2024-clean-water-act-assessment

http://azdeq.gov/notices/comment-period-begins-draft-2024-clean-water-act-assessment


California 2024 
Integrated Report
State Public Comment Period Closed 



California 2024 Integrated Report

• On-cycle Assessments
• San Francisco Bay (Region 2)
• Los Angeles (Region 4)
• Santa Ana (Region 8)

• Off-cycle Assessments
• Central Coast (Region 3)
• Central Valley Region (Region 5)
• San Diego (Region 9)



https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues
/programs/water_quality_assessment/2024-
integrated-report.html

California 2024 Integrated Report
Report Organization
Staff Report: 
• Statewide assessment methods 
• Regional Board specific-assessments 
• Listing and delisting recommendations
Appendix A: 
• 2024 303(d) List (excel table)
Appendix B:
• Waterbody Fact Sheets
Appendix D:
• Map and Visualization Tool

1,591 waterbodies assessed in report

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/water_quality_assessment/2024-integrated-report.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/water_quality_assessment/2024-integrated-report.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/water_quality_assessment/2024-integrated-report.html


https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/water_quality_assessment/2024-integrated-report.html

California 2024 Integrated Report

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/water_quality_assessment/2024-integrated-report.html


https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/water_quality_assessment/2024-integrated-report.html

California 2024 Integrated Report

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/water_quality_assessment/2024-integrated-report.html


Nevada 2024 Integrated 
Report

Public Comment Period Anticipated This Fall/Winter



Tribal 
Consultation 
Offers

Offers to consult should arrive via email soon



Questions?

Arizona
Diana Hsieh
hsieh.diana@epa.gov
415-972-3526

California
Eric Dubinsky
Dubinsky.eric@epa.gov
415-972-3517

Nevada
Dave Guiliano
Guiliano.dave@epa.gov
415-947-4133

Manager
Tina Yin
Yin.tina@epa.gov
415-972-3579

mailto:hsieh.diana@epa.gov
mailto:Dubinsky.eric@epa.gov
mailto:Guiliano.dave@epa.gov
mailto:Yin.tina@epa.gov
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