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TURA Program Implementation
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The TURA Program is co-implemented by:
• The Massachusetts Department

of Environmental Protection (MassDEP)

• The Massachusetts Office
of Technical Assistance (OTA)

• The Toxics Use Reduction Institute
at UMass Lowell

TURA is a state law, not a federal law.
OTA, DEP, and TURI are not part of the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA).

Massachusetts (MA) Office of Technical Assistance



Office of Technical Assistance (OTA)
• Non-regulatory agency within Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA) 
• Staff of chemists, engineers, public health professionals with industry experience & 

understanding of 
• Regulations
• Bottom line
• How to implement changes

• Provides confidential onsite technical and compliance assistance to manufacturers, 
businesses, and institutions 

• All OTA services are available free of charge to any Massachusetts toxics user 
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Hierarchy of Controls and Toxics Use Reduction
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Eliminate need for functionality

Material or chemical substitution

Closed loop processing equipment and 
circular economy to prevent exposure, 
emissions and waste

Treatment, emissions control and best 
practices in manufacturing facilities; end 
of life management for products

Prevent worker exposure using personal 
protective equipment; prevent exposure 
to public/biota once contamination 
exists

Mitigation: remediation of environment, 
biomonitoring, treatment of disease

Physically 
remove the 
hazard

Replace the 
hazard

Isolate 
people from 
the hazard

Change the 
way people 
work

Protect the 
worker

Repair the 
damage

Ef
fe

ct
iv

en
es

s

TU
R



Toxics Use Reduction Act (TURA) of 1989
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Who reports?

• Massachusetts manufacturers who:
• Operate under certain Standard 

Industrial Classification (SIC) codes
• Have >10 employees
• Manufacture or process ≥25,000lbs

(or otherwise use ≥10,000lbs)
of listed substances

• This covers a little over 400 
Massachusetts facilities

What TURA requires

• Report to the state
• Pay a fee
• Create a Toxics Use Reduction Plan 

every two years

TURA does not prohibit 
companies from using listed 

chemicals.
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Some Differences between TURA & TRI
TURA TRI

State regulation Federal regulation

Focus on source reduction Focus on releases/emissions

Report annually to MassDEP on 
process/manufacture/otherwise use/byproduct Report annually to US EPA on releases to air/water/soil

More substances: Includes substances under both 
Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know 
Act (EPCRA) (which includes TRI) and Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act (CERCLA), as well as listings specific to TURA. 1708 
total listed entries, including 60 categories (301 CMR 

41)

Fewer substances: Current TRI toxic chemical list 
contains 775 individually listed chemicals and 33 

chemical categories.

TUR planning every two years – plan summary sent to 
DEP Tracks and shows pollution prevention (P2) efforts
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Chemical Safety & Climate Change 
Resiliency



Extreme Weather

• Arkema Chemical Plant
• Hurricane caused loss of 
power and refrigeration, 
leading to explosion
• Risk to workers

• Risk to neighbors
• Injured first responders
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZmUVQMh9qM


Anticipating
Worst-Case
Scenarios

Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
(FEMA) Flood and
Hurricane Zones
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• www.mass.gov/eea/ota-climate
• Geographic Information System map of 

toxics users and Climate Vulnerability 
Factors

• Emergency planning tools for facilities
• Video

Tools and Resources
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http://www.mass.gov/eea/ota-climate


Toxics Release Inventory Toxics Tracker
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epa.gov/tri
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Enforcement and Compliance History Online

echo.epa.gov

Webinars 
Every Other 

Month!
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Environmental Justice



OTA Climate Map vs. Old Redlining Maps
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Exposure Inequalities



Toxics Policy & Outreach



TURA Data (Formatted Like TRI website)
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turadata.org



TRI Explorer - Facility
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enviro.epa.gov/
triexplorer/

tri_release.facility
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TRI Factsheets 

enviro.epa.gov/ 
triexplorer/ 

tri_factsheet_search. 
searchfactsheet 

https://enviro.epa.gov


Identifying Potential Per-and Polyfluoroalkyl 
Substances (PFAS) Using Industries
Standard 
Industrial 

Classification  
(SIC) Code

Industry

2821 Plastics Materials & Synthetic 
Resins

3479 Metal Coating & Allied Services

3999 Manufacturing Industries

2295 Coated Fabrics, Not Rubberized

5172 Petroleum Products

North American 
Industry 

Classification System 
(NAICS) Code

Industry

322220 Paper Bag & Coated & Treated 
Paper Manufacturing

334419 Other Electronic Component 
Manufacturing

33599
All Other Miscellaneous Electrical 

Equipment & Component 
Manufacturing

335929 Other Communication & Energy 
Wire Manufacturing
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Process for Identifying Companies

Search online libraries & resources for SICS / NAICS

Compare TRI information with TURA 

Visit company websites

Process qualifies as non-stick coating, waterproofing, etc.
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Supplier Notification Letter
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OTA has developed 
a supplier notification 
letter that companies can 
use to request information 
from their suppliers about 
PFAS reportable under TRI 
and TURA. 

TRI Listed

 
Legal 

Obligation to
Disclose

TURA Listed

No Legal 
Obligation to 

Disclose
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bNzX17RMgx1ZUl4-yep2Db7kj_NdP_JVXBBES16UIWyc4Nu9dc1AYjQn0Bob9W1CvWiy0hECcHXN_jgd5GM8UTfm4QHYZdpPrzxM27pvujeVTpcfpQNhATyROfOfxrMuILBMJ5yUEGMcuob6XYB7l_56gBS4mJ_OYbMC41FfSnZWOla_4-NsgqKMpBZ3vh5rha11JPU6fCKOVPQG6XiV6fB2iR9fqgk1&c=1h5w6F6s0Qz-u79alkwr4qN74RS5vI-pA5wY9rr2E3rRTfNcg-3Xvw==&ch=ZkeFLPYnpROX_JEao8bcWCtNdH4ZntYUri2bA4MX95ysBcQWJK7jIQ==__;!!CUhgQOZqV7M!3t1bWqhCzVepj9Ug04be2wyvmeCjzt2KJ36ccreJo-sJS0B49KhYHkQc6Pd-Elp69ZAkTwuG$


US EPA July TRI Bulletin - PFAS
EPA has proposed a rule to 

eliminate de minimis exemption for 
PFAS reporting and supplier 

notification requirements under TRI

How this will impact TURA:
Eliminating de minimis exemption would likely result in increased PFAS reporting under TURA
• TRI chemicals are adopted into TURA

• For TRI-listed PFAS on the TURA list, the 100 lb. TRI threshold is used
• For other PFAS on the TURA list, the thresholds are 25,000 lbs manufactured/processed, 10,000 

lbs otherwise used
• More PFAS source information will be captured through supplier notification requirements
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Contact Us
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Tiffany Skogstrom, MPH
Director, Office of Technical Assistance
tiffany.skogstrom@mass.gov

Website: mass.gov/ota

: @Mass_OTA

MA Office of Technical Assistance

mailto:email@mass.gov
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