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Despite Michigan State University's campus
being praised as most the most beautiful
campus in the US. by the American Society of
Landscape Architects (ASLA), its core campus
area represents a dated and lackluster
image of stormwater management, social
space, and pedestrian oriented design. With
over half of the 22.38 acre site dominated by
barren parking lots, its connection to the Red
Cedar River presents a challenge of how not
only to effectively capture stormwater, but
treat the runoff before it enters the river. These
shortcomingsare reflective of acampus and river
which experience frequent seasonal flooding,
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& low dissolved oxygen levels, high total suspended
-~ solid levels, and organic contamination.
[RE]-Forms seeks to bridge this gap between
beauty and BMPs. Through a series of daylighted
b river outlet areas and pedestrian boardwalks,
"

the design blends creative stormwater

management strategies with a focus on

desighing for campus engagement. Instead

of hiding runoff, it is our hope that meshing it

with the space will strengthen this campus’s
relationship to its river.
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