Tribal Assessment Module Presenters Handbook

Overview
The tribal assessment modules were developed to assist EPA and Tribes to present information on water quality assessments and decisions. It was designed to be easily understood and modular for individual reuse needs. Each of these modules contain discussion points and activities to reinforce concepts in an innovative way. 
There are 4 modules which focus on the below 4 topics:
1. Understanding Water Quality Standards (2 hours)
a. Activity – Matching parameters with uses
2. Overarching Considerations in Assessing Water Quality (1 hour 30 minutes)
a. Activity - Reviewing data quality
3. Assessing Data for Specific Water Quality Parameters (1 hour 45 minutes)
a. Activity – Assessing monitoring data against standards
4. Analyzing Data to Determine Use Support for Water Quality Assessment Reports (1 hour 30 minutes)
a. Activity – Performing a hypothetical assessment
Each of the modules have speaker notes which can be read word for word from the slides to help presenters prepare. All the exercises contain the classroom version and the presenter version which contains the answers with explanations. 
Recommendations
It is recommended that these modules be used for at least a 1.5 day training. The materials can be put into one long day, but they are dense and may be taxing on an audience. Furthermore, based on previous trainings of these materials, it is recommended that a staff person from the Water Quality Standards (WQS) program present the materials in module 1. There are typically several questions about the WQS program which are best received by a staff person directly. You might also consider performing a live demo of the Water Quality Portal for module 2 if you have WiFi access. Lastly, accompanying the materials is a course evaluation form. We recommend utilizing that form whenever possible to continue to improve the training program. The evaluation forms do not need to be delivered to any EPA employee but rather serve as training reflection and improvement for the staff who delivered the training. 
Disclaimer
These materials are meant to help tribal programs develop and mature. They should not be construed as new requirements. These materials are also available on the EPA website found at: https://www.epa.gov/awma If you have obtained the files from any other source, they may have been altered. We encourage the expansion of the materials wherever possible, however, be sure the changes are appropriate for your training purposes. 

