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Minimum Set of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Program Data
Overview
EPA identified the “minimum set of NPDES data” that EPA and states should electronically collect and share when EPA promulgated the 2015 NPDES Electronic Reporting rule (“NPDES eRule”). See 40 CFR 127.2(e). EPA listed these data in an appendix to the rule, “Appendix A.” The two tables in Appendix A identify the minimum set of NPDES data that authorized states, tribes, territories must enter or transfer to EPA’s national NPDES data system as well as what NPDES-regulated entities must electronically report to the designated initial recipient (authorized NPDES program or EPA) [see 40 CFR 127.2(b)]. Authorized NPDES programs will be the data provider in the event the regulated entity is covered by a waiver from electronic reporting.

Why did EPA identify the “minimum set of NPDES data” in the NPDES eRule?
EPA identified the “minimum set of NPDES data” to ensure that there is consistent and complete reporting nationwide, and expeditious collection and processing of the data, thereby making it more accurate and timelier. Taken together, these data standardizations and the corresponding electronic reporting requirements in 40 CFR parts 3, 122, 123, 124, 125, 127, 403, and 503 are designed to save the NPDES authorized programs considerable resources, make reporting easier for NPDES-regulated entities, streamline permit renewals (as permit writers typically review previous noncompliance events during permit renewal), ensure full exchange of NPDES program data between states and EPA to the public, improve environmental decision-making, and protect human health and the environment.

How do I know what data are required for a particular NPDES report?
Table 1 of Appendix A lists the NPDES reports and data covered by the NPDES eRule (i.e., “NPDES Data Groups”). Table 2 of Appendix A provides the data elements that must be electronically reported. The use of each data element is determined by identifying the number(s) in the column labeled “NPDES Data Group Number” in Table 2 and finding the corresponding “NPDES Data Group Number” in Table 1. For example, a value of “1” in Table 2 means that this data element is required in the electronic transmission of data from the NPDES program to EPA (Core NPDES Permitting, Compliance, and Enforcement Data). Likewise, a value of “1 through 10” in Table 2 means that this data element is required in all ten NPDES data groups listed in Table 1.
How are the data elements organized in Appendix A?
The data elements covered by the NPDES eRule are listed in Table 2 of Appendix A. These data elements are grouped in the following broad categories.

· Basic Facility Data

· Universal Permit/Notice of Intent (NOI) Data

· Subprogram Permit/NOI Data

· Combined Sewer Overflow Information
· NPDES Variance Information
· Compliance Monitoring Activity Information (e.g., Inspection Data)

· Effluent Monitoring Data (DMR / SIU reporting)

· Program Report Data

· Violation and Enforcement Action Data
Table 2 provides the name, description, regulatory citation, and NPDES Data Group for each data element. These data elements are grouped together in the above broad categories. For example, all facility related information as grouped under the “Basic Facility Information” row header.

When do Authorized NPDES programs need to start sharing Appendix A data?

EPA is implementing the requirements of the rule in two phases. The compliance deadlines are as follows:

· Phase 1 – Starting No Later Than December 21, 2016: 

· Permittees must electronically submit their Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMRs). 

· Facilities regulated by EPA must electronically submit their biosolids annual report.

· Authorized NPDES programs must electronically share with EPA the DMR data they receive from permittees and the NPDES permitting, compliance, and enforcement data they generate themselves.

· Phase 2 – Starting No Later Than December 21, 2025:
· Permittees must electronically submit general permit notices and program reports (see the detailed list below). 

· Authorized NPDES programs must electronically share with EPA the general permit notices and program reports they receive from permittees as well as any related NPDES permitting, compliance, and enforcement data they generate themselves.

The transition from paper-based to electronic reporting requires close coordination and cooperation between EPA Headquarters and EPA Regions. The table below summarizes these compliance deadlines.

	Compliance Deadlines for Authorized NPDES Programs
	Date

	All permits issued by EPA Regions after this date must contain permit conditions requiring compliance with the NPDES Electronic Reporting Rule (40 CFR 127).
	December 21, 2015

	Transmit initial data for Phase 1
	September 21, 2016

	Implement electronic reporting tools (NetDMR and NeT-Biosolids) and begin sharing Phase 1 data
	December 21, 2016

	Transmit initial data for Phase 2
	September 21, 2025

	Implement electronic reporting tools (NeT applications) and begin sharing Phase 2 data
	December 21, 2025


EPA has developed a spreadsheet to identify the phase and due date for each data element. This spreadsheet is available on the NPDES eRule website: https://www.epa.gov/compliance/npdes-ereporting.
The data that authorized NPDES programs must share includes information on facilities, permits, inspections, violation determinations, enforcement actions, and penalties generated by the authorized NPDES program as well as discharge monitoring report, general permit report, and program report information collected by the authorized NPDES program. See 40 CFR 127.21. Authorized NPDES programs must electronically transfer the minimum set of NPDES data to EPA within 40 days of the completed activity or within 40 days of the receipt of a report from an NPDES-regulated entity. See definition of “timely” at 40 CFR 127.23(c)(1).

Who electronically shares data with EPA for facilities that have a waiver from electronic reporting?

Authorized NPDES programs must electronically transfer to EPA the minimum set of NPDES data that they received in a hard-copy format from the NPDES-regulated entities with approved electronic reporting waivers in a timely fashion (i.e., “within 40 days of the completed activity”) [see 40 CFR 127.24(c)]. For example, when a permittee has an approved waiver from electronic reporting for their Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR) submissions, it is the responsibility of the permittee to submit their DMRs on paper to the authorized NPDES program and then for the authorized NPDES program to electronically share these DMR data with EPA’s national NPDES data system (ICIS-NPDES).
What are non-Appendix A data?

The NPDES eRule notes that EPA Regions and states can require NPDES-regulated entities to submit other data as well: “Authorized NPDES programs may also require NPDES regulated entities to submit more data than what is listed in this appendix. The authorized NPDES program can require NPDES regulated entities to submit these ‘non-appendix A’ data on paper, electronically, or attachments to electronic notices and reports filed in compliance with this part.” See introductory text in Appendix A, 40 CFR part 127.

What are some options for non-Appendix A data?

EPA noted in the preamble to the 2015 NPDES eRule that authorized NPDES programs can require NPDES regulated entities to submit more data than what is listed in Appendix A. The authorized NPDES program can require NPDES regulated entities to submit these “non-appendix A” data on paper, electronically, or as attachments (e.g., PDF files, CSV files) to electronic notices and reports filed in compliance with this final rule. EPA will continue to work with authorized NPDES programs that elect to use EPA’s electronic reporting tools (NetDMR, NeT) to configure these tools such that the non-appendix A data are collected in the format needed by the authorized NPDES program. The NPDES eRule does not require authorized NPDES programs to share these “non-appendix A” data with EPA.
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